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PRESS RELEASE -
FRIDAY 3rd JUNE 2011
 

NO ‘ONE SIZE FITS ALL’ APPROACH TO RESILIENT CITIES
This weekend, Dr. Jeremy Carter, Research Fellow at the University of Manchester[1], will address the Resilient Cities 2011 congress in Bonn[2] to discuss what has been learnt from the GRaBS (Green and Blue Space Adaptation in Urban Areas and Eco-towns)[3] project on the varying capacity of local organisations and councils to deliver much needed adaptation strategies throughout Europe. 
This is the second time that the GRaBS project will present its findings at the world renowned Resilient Cities congress, with over 550 delegates, including mayors, governors, top UN officials and major stakeholders from around the world. 

Climate change is already leading to an increased frequency of extreme weather events such as flooding and droughts. Many of these climate change impacts will be – and in some cases already have been – felt directly at the local level. Several years ago the word ‘adaptation’ was little known; today it is increasingly recognised as central to the future resilience of our communities as well as improving peoples’ quality of life and biodiversity. 
Speaking ahead of tomorrow’s event, Dr. Jeremy Carter said:

“With scientific consensus building around the causes and impacts of climate change, it is now crucial that cities and urban areas develop adaptation responses to meet the associated challenges and foster potential opportunities. However, adaptation planning is complex and multifaceted and the understanding and capacity of organisations across Europe is very varied. Although there is a range of generic principles that can be usefully applied when developing adaptation responses, there is no ‘one size fits all’ approach to improving the resilience of our communities. Projects such as GRaBS provide a rich insight into adaptation planning and are leading the way in sharing knowledge and expertise which results in action on the ground.”
“Local governments have a responsibility to protect their people, property, and resources. With the economies, livelihoods, safety and character of their communities at stake, cities must harness their visionary leadership and policy tools to increase resilience as they prepare for the future. This will be crucial in the UK as the Government devolves power to the local level, with councils and communities at the forefront of adapting to climate change and delivering positive solutions.”
Dr. Jeremy Carter will be speaking at ‘The process of integrated adaptation planning’ session, Saturday 4th June, 11.00 – 12.30. In this session, expert researchers and practitioners review emerging wisdom about best practices in adaptation planning and then draw on experience and research findings to challenge assumptions and show what we can learn about process and outcomes shaping up in cities around the world. Various aspects of adaptation planning will be highlighted including methodology, elements, policy factors, process, design and implementation.
The Town and Country Planning Association (TCPA)[4] is Lead Partner for the GRaBS project. There are 14 partners across 8 European Union member states exchanging experience, knowledge and assistance on delivering adaptation through the use of green and blue infrastructure. The project started in September 2008 and ends in August 2011. The project recognises that adaptation is an integral part of the sustainable development agenda, and its outputs have been central to developing an understanding of the issues. The final conference takes place in London on 8 June 2011 - see www.grabs-eu.org for further information, including access to the online adaptation database and expert papers. GRaBS is co-financed by the European Union Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and made possible by the INTERREG IVC Programme. [5] 
- Ends - 
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Notes to Editors
1. University of Manchester website: www.manchester.ac.uk
2. For more information on the Resilient Cities 2011 (3rd – 5th June)conference in Bonn please visit: http://resilient-cities.iclei.org/bonn2011/
3. History of the GRaBS project proposal - Working with the two initial partners in the early part of 2007, the TCPA developed an outline GRaBS project proposal, which was presented to UK local and regional government in order to gauge interest in and relevance of both the project idea and the proposed European wide exchange of experience and knowledge. The TCPA decided to offer to take on the Lead Partner role for the new project and together with the University of Manchester, the City District Geuzenveld Slotermeer (Amsterdam), the London Borough of Sutton and Southampton City Council began the process of extended European partner search. The aim was to find partners with a range of interests, cultures, experiences and needs, located in a range of climate zones. Towards the end of 2007 the Province of Genova, Etnambiente, the University of Catania (Italy), the City of Malmo (Sweden), the Municipality of Kalamaria (Greece), the Regional Environment Centre for Eastern Europe (Slovakia), the Northwest Regional Development Agency (NWRDA), the Region of Styria (Austria) and CORPI (Lithuania) joined the project as partners.
4. The Town and Country Planning Association (TCPA) is an independent campaigning charity calling for more integrated planning based on the principles of accessibility, sustainability, diversity, and community cohesion. The TCPA puts social justice and the environment at the heart of the debate about planning policy, housing and energy supply. We inspire government, industry and campaigners to take a fresh perspective on major issues including climate change and regeneration. www.tcpa.org.uk
5. INTERREG IVC Programme – the INTERREG IVC Programme is financed through the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF), part of the European Territorial Cooperation Objective of the Structural Fund policies for the period 2007-2013. It aims, by means of interregional cooperation, to improve the effectiveness of regional development policies and contribute to economic modernisation and increased competitiveness of Europe. 
