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Sutton launches plan for climate-proofing the Borough

Sutton Council has launched an innovative borough-wide plan to protect local communities

from climate change.

The pioneering Climate Change Adaption Strategy will help the borough to adapt to the

effects of climate change, and protect residents from the effects of flooding, extremes of

temperature and drought.

Cllr Jayne McCoy, Executive Member for Planning, Economic Development and Housing,

said: “Climate change is one of the biggest challenges that we will face over the coming

decades, and the new strategy outlines how we can plan a borough that will be resilient to

these changes. The environment is an issue which will affect people worldwide, so I’m very

pleased that the project has support from organisations across Europe.

“The strategy is the first of its kind to be used in Sutton, and uses green and blue spaces such

as parks, gardens and rivers to adapt to the effects of environmental changes. Through using

space in this way, we hope to reduce flooding, protect vulnerable plant and animal life and

cope with droughts and heatwaves without affecting residents’ quality of life.”

The borough is already at the forefront of sustainable development in the UK, with Hackbridge

set to become the UK’s first sustainable suburb due to an eco-friendly development

programme which includes energy efficient housing, development of open spaces and

sustainable transport networks and improved community facilities.

The Strategy, which was endorsed at the Council’s Executive Committee on 6 June following

public consultation, arises from Sutton’s participation in the EU-funded Green and Blue Space

Adaptation for Urban Areas and Eco-Towns (GRaBS) project.

More than 40 European delegates attended the launch, which took place on 7 June at

Strawberry Lodge, Carshalton, as one of a number of GRaBS events taking place within

Hackbridge, before attending the final project conference in central London the following day.

The GRaBS project runs from 2008-11 and involves 14 partners across Europe, including

Sutton, with the Town and Country Planning Association (TCPA) as the lead partner.

The main focus of the project is to promote public understanding and involvement in climate

change issues, and to encourage planners and developers to incorporate of green and blue

space into future planning decisions.

The Borough Climate Change Adaptation Strategy can be viewed or downloaded from the

Council’s website at http://www.sutton.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=10960.
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